
FRAUD/SCAM ALERT 

Mercy Credit Union was recently informed of this Fraudulent/Scam information received by one of our members.  

These letters and websites look and sound so much like the correct item, that this does require due diligence by 

everyone in order to  protect  personal information.     

 

   

 

Note in the copy where it says: Please be aware that although your credit score is free, a credit card will be required to 

validate your identity. Checking your credit report with the three credit bureau reporting agencies does not require 

credit card information to validate your identity. If you want your credit score, in addition to your free credit report, 

then annualcreditreport.com does charge a fee for providing your score and the fee for your score can be paid by credit 

card. A credit card is not used to validate your identity.  

Federal law requires each of the three nationwide consumer credit reporting companies - Equifax, Experian and 

TransUnion - to give you a free credit report every 12 months if you ask for it. NOTE: Only one website is authorized to 

fill orders for the free annual credit report you are entitled to under law — annualcreditreport.com.   

Other websites that claim to offer “free credit reports,” “free credit scores,” or “free credit monitoring” are not part 

of the legally mandated free annual credit report program. 

The Federal Trade Commission and the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau sites contain extensive information about 

credit reports, your rights, and the laws that guarantee these rights. You can learn more about your free reports at: the 

Federal Trade Commission's website:  https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0155-free-credit-reports and the 

Consumer Financial Protection Bureau's website: https://www.consumerfinance.gov/ask-cfpb/category-credit-

reporting/ 

https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0155-free-credit-reports
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/ask-cfpb/category-credit-reporting/
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/ask-cfpb/category-credit-reporting/

